CA S E S T U DY

Scheme: Glasgow NextBike
Product: Laserlight Wired

Introduction

Glasgow is a city with 300 km of cycle paths, and around 7,000 people
cycling to work every day. Like many UK cities, there was a push to make
the city adapted to cars in the 1960s, and the city is now taking a critical
look at the provisions for cyclists and other active forms of transport.
This has been prompted by the Scottish government’s vision of achieving
10% of everyday journeys to be made by bike by 2020 (source), versus the
current cycling levels for the entire country which hover around 2% (source).
However, there has been £15m spent on cycling infrastructure since 2008,
including the South West City Way; a 2km segregated cycle route running
north-south between Pollokshields and the Tradeston Bridge.
The results have been promising; the city has seen a 73% increase in cycle
trips into and out of the city over the period 2009 to 2017 (source).
The investment and focus on cycling went beyond cycle lanes; Glasgow
launched a bike share scheme in 2014, with NextBike, offering an
alternative mode of public transport to Glasgow residents.
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NextBike & beryl
NextBike wanted to deliver a world-class bike
share system to Glasgow’s residents, and saw
beryl’s patented Laserlight technology as a key
component of that vision, improving the safety
and experience of bike share users in Glasgow.
beryl has committed to provide the scheme with
the Laserlight Wired product. This is a dynamopowered Laserlight, which can be retrofitted
to all the bike share bicycles incredibly quickly.
Once the retrofit process is in motion, it takes as
little as two minutes to fit the Laserlight Wired
to the bike, meaning the city’s entire fleet can be
completed in less than a week. The Laserlight
Wired will also be fitted to every new bike
released on the scheme.
This proposal has allowed NextBike Glasgow to
increase the visibility and safety of their riders by
up to 32%, without taking bikes off the street and
out of service for a long period.
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The patented
Laserlight technology –
proven effectiveness
The beryl patented Forward Projection
Technology combines a bright, dynamo-powered
white light with a green laser projection. This
allows the rider to be seen in blind spots and
forewarn pedestrians that they’re on the road.
An independent study by the Transport Research
Laboratory concluded that the beryl laser
projection improves the rider’s chances of being
seen by other road users by up to 32%, offering
superior visibility over standard bike lights.
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If you would like to hear more about improving the
safety of cyclists in your city and integrating the
beryl technology into your city’s bike share scheme,
please get in touch with our Head of Policy at
patrick.donnelly@beryl.cc

